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DRY LAW ENFORCEMENT

Prohibition, or at least the kind of prohibition on tap
in Washington does not seem to please a large majority
of the citizens, and so far as Seattle is concerned does not
do a great amount of prohibiting. The newspapers daily
have one or more stories about the raiding of some drug
store. hotel, club or something of that kind with all kinds
and qualities of trouble following.

This morning comes the tale of one of these, the raid-
ing of the Ferguson bar in the hotel of that name, by the
special squad used in enforcing the prohibition laws. One
of the squad was sent in to the bar in advance to see if
he could get any intoxicating liquor and when the others
entered he was standing in front of the bar, so it is
claimed, with a glass of whiskey in'his hand.

This was the evidence the party wanted but the
proprietor did not purpose letting them get away with it.
Bothwell, a visitor, drew his gun and ordered them out
of the house. A pistol battle followed in which two of the
raiding officers were wounded and Bothwell killed. It
would seem from this that prohibition, or its enforcement
has some evils too, although some would say that even in
this case “whiskey was the cause of it.”

THE ASTORIA RATE CASE

The Interstate Commerce commission having refused
to reopen the Astoria rate case, it is now up to Portland
to make the next move., Just what that will be is not yet
decided upon, but she is bound to do something, for the
decision is so manifestly unjust that it cannot be allowed
to stand undisputed, It is one of those cases that show
the possible danger of eommissions, when they get swelled
up with their own importance and imagine they are the
people’s rulers instead of their servants. The Interstate
Commerce commission on several occasions has over-
stepped the limits of its duties, and in this case has done
a gross injustice to Portland. It needs jacking up and
bringing back to a proper understanding of what it can
do and what it can’'t. One of the things that it can't do
and get away with, is the unjust and wrong thing. It may
attempt to but it can't make such rulings stick. The com-
mission is drunk with its power and after it is locked up

and punished for this Portland should appeal to “Alex-|

ander sober.” :

Today the under sea freighter, the Deutschland, it is
stated, will drop down into the Chesepeake and in the
near future make a dash for the deep blue sea. The eyes
of the world arve turned in that direction, and especially
the eyes of the English and French, whose fleets are

watching for her. Captain Koenig seems confident of be-/

ing able to get under water and out of sight of them
before he comes to the surface again, At the same time
her sister ship, the Bremen, is said to be due to arrive,
and if she can slip in past all the watchers it would seem

that the Deutschland ghould be able to slip ont. This)

country is more interested in her on account of the dye
stuffs she may bring us than for any other reason. If she

could run as fast as the “fast” colors of the American| > hall.

dyes, she could give all the fleets of the world the glad
ha-ha.

A dispateh from Portland yesterday began with the
question, “Shall women wear trousers?” The data ac-

companying the question is not full enough to justify a

positive answer, It would be necessary to know if the|

women inquired about are married and it is their hus-
band’s trousers alluded to. It should also be known
whether they had anything else to wear. Lacking
habiliments, usual to the sex, our answer would be, by all
means let 'em wear "em.

The big bridge across the Mississippi at Memphis, the
longest on the river was opened for business yesterday,
but this was evened up in the Carolinas, for there about
all the bridges were swept away.
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¢ known yesterday nor will they be for some days. Enough
|is known, however, to place the damage well up in the

— | day, perhaps well towards a hundred. At one place a wall|
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| millions, and the loss of life, known to be fifteen yester-

of water forty feet high was said to have swept down one
stream. It rains just as much here in Oregon as any-
'where in the country, but thank heaven it is not the joy-
riding kind of a rain that bursts a tire and sends us all
into the ditch. |

A friend asks “what are ordinances made for?” That,
is 4 question that cannot be answered without due delib-|
eration, but at first glance would say the answer is the|
same as that concerning promises and pie crusts, that is|
they are made to be broken, At least they are so gen-|
erally and successfully smashed without any one paying| ' LS : o~ i
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